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TRUTH  SHALL  PREVAIL. 


"  And  when  the  dragron  saw  that  ho  was  east  unto  thr;  oarth,  hi?  perse- 
cuted the  Wouvi.li  which  brought  forth  the  man  child." — Rev  ch 
12.,  ver.   13. 


To  </ie  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Lifter  Diy  S'tinfs  • 

The  only  apology  I  have  to  ofTer  for  thus  oondescending  to  notice 
those  miserable  apostates  and  deceivers  is,  their  underhanded  course,  an  j 
their  malicious  falsehoods  and  evil  designs,  through  Avhich  they  trv  to 
lead  the  honest  Saints  astray.  I  have  no  desire  to  stoop  from  the  sublime 
authority  of  Almighty  God,  and  contend  with  //i^r?/f;-about  his  authority 
and  priesthood.  Neither  do  I  know  that  sucli  a  course  will  be  apjjroba- 
ted  by  those  that  now  hold  the  keys  of  this  last  kingdom.  He  that  as  it 
may.  If  I  have  erred  in  this  m  itter,  1  pray  the  forgTvenr^s.?  of  the  whole 
priesthood  authority  in  the  kingdom  of  our  God.  I  shall  not  condescend 
to  notice  further  his  a\itliority,  unless  thi;  circumstances  of  thf^  case,  and 
the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  the  churc!i  and  kingdom  of  (xod  deniuid 
the  .same  at  my  hands. 

In  my  pamphlet  entitled  ".T.  J.  Strang  w,  ighed  in  the  balanc,-;  of 
Truth  and  found  wanting,"  «Sic.,  I  published  whit  Mr.  Hennoll  and 
William  Smith  told  me  about  the  ordination  of  Mr.  Strang,  and  the  keys 
of  the  priesthood.  Mr.  Uimnett  has  had  the  effrontery  to^come  out  in  a 
public  communication  and  deny  tii'-  sau\e,  in  part.  I  will  here  remark, 
that  what  I  have  written  is  vi-n'h/  frw  ,■  and  the  a(li davit  of  myself  and 
wife  can  be  had  whenever  called  for,  as  W(;ll  as  the  certi(i(rrites  of  others 
that  it  has  been  endorsed  to.  It  is  a  fict  notorious,  that  Mr.  Hennott  has 
conferred  upon  Mr.  Strang,  and  introduced  an  order  of  things  which 
they  are  pleased  to  c.iil  priesthood;  and  tiiey  are  conferring  the  sam' 
upon  the  members  in  the  girb  of  «!iidowuients.  Mr.  Strang' claims  to 
have  received  tin;  same  i>y  divine  revelation.  Hut  the  ficts  and  circum- 
fltances  of  the  case  rise  like  mount  linn  before  them,  and  thi'  only  alterna- 
tive left  them  is  to  destroy  me,  and  the  force  of  wh  it  I  have  written. 
But  the  simjjle  truths  whii'.h  I  have  pinned  shal!  stand  as  a  testimony 
Rgaindt  them,  and  recoil  upon  th»nr  own  heads,  ajid.  if  they  do  not  re- 
pent, sink  them  deeper  in  the  condemnation  and  wrath  of  Alniiglity  God. 


^  ••  '■.'•"■, 

'  >  \  ♦  .A  'V 

''^'T^V'^V    ♦^•vA;         V***VV     -»^-\.       .,   ,  ,,,  vv>t^»>-. 

^^  ^  .  \n^ys  of  Joseph.     This,  of  course,  he.  must  deny.;  for" he  claims   his 

^  ri*  '^^  -*-*^ri^sthoo^-€a@et|filon*%der  ttef ViW^f,  Jos^:^a|ijll%i^ l^e.  gTea^^)f|' 
.'ciating  high  priest,, by  virtue  of  said  priesthood.     But  as  his  expulsion* 
-*^%-JifTom  saidjcffui^h^i^'a;  fac^^SaetOfious,  I  shall  content  myself  with  a 
»       single  extract  from  the  peffof  Joseph,  Times  and  Seasons,  page  839. 


"'To  the  church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter  Day  Saints,  and  all  the  honor- 
able part  of  community : 
V    ■•  "It    becomes   my  duty  to   lay  before  the  church  of  Jesus  Christ  of 

^  Latter  Day  Saints,  and  the  public  generally,  some  important  lacts  relative 

to  the  conduct  and   character  of   J.  C.  Bennett,  who  has  lately   been 
expelled  from  ike  aforesaid  church,  that  the  honorable  part  of  community 
may  be  aWare  of  his  proceedings^  and  be  ready  to  treat  and  regard  him 
iyi  C  W  i  t  as  h«  ought  to  be  regarded,  viz.;  as  an  imposter  and  a  base      *     *     * 

5^c,".  (Signed.)  JOSEPH  SMITH." 

Let  this  suffice. 

I  shall  now  notice  Mr.  Strang.  In  said  pamphlet  I  stated  as  follows^ 
viz.:  "  He  stated  that  on  the  day  of  Joseph's  death,  the  angel  came  to 
him  and  charged  him  With  the  ministry  as  Joseph's  successor.  He  said 
positively,  the  angel  did  not  touch  him."  To  which  Mr.  Strang  replies 
as  follows,  viz.:  "This  last  statement  is  positively  untrue."  And  he 
then  annexes  a  certificate  of  two  of  his  oath-bound  lackeys,  which  read 
thus- — "  This  last  statement  of  Mr.  Miller's  is  most  grossly  false.  Broth- 
er Strang  told  him  distinctly  that  the  angel  did  put  his  hands  upon  him. 
Mr.  Miller  replied  that  this  was  satisfactory,  as  this  was  the  only  mode 
of  obtaining  to  that  priesthood  ;  and  that  he  was  disappointed  in  brother 
Strang's  answer,  because  he  had  heard  that  he  did  not  claim  to  have  had 
the  ministration  of  an  angel." 

I  will  here  remark  that  Mr.  Strang  made  a  good  selection  to  get  men 
to  lie  for  him.  It  is  well  known  that  when  I  arrived  at  St.  Charles,  Mr. 
Strang  was  absent  from  the  place,  and  did  not  return  until  the  next 
m'orning  ;  during  which  lime  1  examined  the  contents  of  the  Voree  Her- 
ald carefully,  and  in  it  I  saw  what  I  had  understood  for  several  days 
before,  viz.:  the  charge  of  the  angel.  Aaron  Smith  was  present,  and 
explained  the  contents  of  said  paper;  and  when  Mr.  Strang  came  he  re- 
ferred me  to  the  same,  and  by  further  inquiry  he  stated  to  me  what  I  have 
written.  This  certificate  is  almost  entirely  false,  and  shall  so  appear  at 
ihe  bar  of  God,  yes,  before  I  get  through  with  this  reply. 

Shaw  and  McDougal  are  two  men  that  God  hates,  and  devils  love  and 
esteem.  The  light  of  a  celestial  f-pirit  does  not  dwell  in  their  earthly 
tabernacles  ;  and  when  framed  into  a  vessel,  only  have  a  tendency  to  sink 
it  sooner  in  the  vast  deep.  And  they  must  be  taken  first,  and  used  to 
8top  the  leak  of  the  vessel.  Their  elastic  qualities  are  such  that  their 
consciences  can  be  stretched  to  suit  the  emergency  of  the  pilot's  case, 
Avlien  the  vessel  becomes  wrecked,  by  the  storms  of  simple  and  eternal 
truths,  by  his  unqualified  attempt  and  evil  designs  in  trying  to  sail  the 
vessel  without  a  ccmpass,  and  the  necessary  authority  and  qualifications. 

But  Mr.  Strang  continues  his  remarks  as  follows  :  "  Now  we  say  this 
statement  of  Mr.  Miller  is  not  only  untrue,  buta  willful  lie.  It  is  hardly 
probable  after    making  a   public  record  of  Euch  an  event,  he  would  go 


about  the  country  telling  sometimes  one  story  and  sometimes  another." 
Very  well,  Mr.  Strang ;  we  shall  take  you  at  your  word.  I  carried  Mr. 
Strang  in  my  buggy  to  the  stake  at  Norway,  where  the  same  question'* 
were  asked  and  answers  returned  as  hereby  declared  : 

'•  To  all  whom  it  vxiy  concern.' 

We,  members  of  the  Ciiurch  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter  Day  Saints, 
At  the  stake  at  Norway,  LaSalle  county,  Illinois,  do  hereby  certify,  that 
J.  J.  Strang,  in  company  with  R.  Miller,  came  to  this  place  sometime  in 
the  forepart  of  January  last,  at  which  time  he  presented  his  claims  a^ 
President  of  the  church  of  Latter  Day  Saints.  We  questioned  his  au- 
thority and  priesthood,  and  his  statement  to  us  was  as  it  is  written  in 
the  yamphlet  entitled  "  J.  J.  Strang  weighed  in  the  balance  of  Truth  and 
found  wanting,"  &:3.  &e.  He  said  the  angel  stood  before  him  with  up- 
lifted hands,  and  gave  him  a  charge,  and  positively  said  the  angel  did  not 
tunzh  /i«/«^mentioned  nothing  about  the  angel  anointino"  him  with  oil. 
At  the  request  of  R.  Miller,  we,  the  undersigned,  clieerfuUy  give  our 
names  to  the  abov^e  certificate,  believing  as  we  do  that  truth  and  right- 
eousness should  be  the  characteristics  of  the  saints  of  the  most  High. 

GOODMAN  HOUGAS. 
CHARLES  LURAAS." 

Done  at  Norway,  this  30th  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1816. 

I  will  here  remark  that  Goodman  Hougas  was  called  by  revelation,  (as 
Mr.  Strang  declared,)  and  ordained  under  his  hands  a  special  apostle  to 
open  the  gospel  to  Norway.  Mr.  Luraas  is  one  of  the  Seventies,  and 
they  are  both  men  of  truth  and  unquestionable  character. 

Norway,  111.,  Jan.  5th,  1317. 
'■  Being  requested,  we  give  the  true  statements  as  J.  J.  Strang  stated 
to  us,  January  18 IG,  at  which  time  he,  in  company  with  R.  Miller,  camt* 
to  this  place,  and  lie  preseritcd  his  claims  as  the  President  o{'  the  church 
of  Latter  Diy  Saints.  W(;,  the  undersigned,  bein-j  members  of  said 
church,  questioned  him  how  he  came  by  his  authority  and  i)riesthood. 
He  said  that  on  t!ic  day  of  Joseph's  death,  an  angel  came  to  him  and 
gave  him  a  charge  of  the  ministry  with  uplifted  hands,  and  therebv  or- 
dained him  as  ilio  successor  of  Joseph  to  bs  a  prophet.  Wo  replirvl, 
tiiat  it  it  was  not  an  angel  sent  from  God,  but  more  lilfply  that  it  was  thj 
devil,  that  had  transformed  iiimself ;  and  claimed  tint  if  God  had  sentaa 
angel  to  confer  authority  and  priesthood,  he  would  have  done  it  accorJiiij^- 
to  the  revealed  order,  by  tiie  imposition  of  liands.  But  he  said  the  aagl-i 
did  not  put  his  liandi  upon  hiw,  but  used  m my  arguments  to  show  tint 
the  charge  waa  valid. 

OMOV  II.\Vi-:R. 

SON DK  V  S A U \ DKRS," 

Olcy  Haycr  was  ordained  by  Mr.  Strang  a  presiding  high  priest  ov-*r 
a  district  in  Northern  Illinois,  and  he  is  ont-  of  the  most  faithful  elders  Ui 
tiic  church.  Sondra  Siunders  is  one  of  the  seventies — i  voumr  rnia  of 
respectability.  As  sotn  as  those  men  became  acquainted  witli  thi; 
windings  and  deceptions  of  this  man,  thev  dropped  him  like  a  /tut  poijtje. 

I  will  again  rem  irk,  that  wlut  I  hive  written  m  siiJ  pi'np!i!ei  is  trui, 
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ns  I  gave  it.  And  although  false  prophets  may  again  and  again  call  into 
their  grand  council,  a  Foster,  a  Bennett,  an  Adams,  and  a  hundred  others 
at  like  spirit,  and  throw  out  waters  like  a  flood  after  the  Woman, — its 
iruih  ika/i  stav.d  as  iinmoveable  as  the  throne  of  Ccd,  and  open  the  eyes, 
<-ars  and  hearts  of  thousands  of  the  honest  saints  ;  and  hundreds  that  re- 
ject its  light  will  yet,  by  its  truths  and  divine  ir.fluenoe,  bless  itsauihor 
m  the  name  of  God  foriheir  deliverence  frcTn  the  jav/s  of  death  and  hell. 
Any  spirit  among  the  Latter  Day  Saints  (so  called)  that  persists  in  fol- 
lowing Mr.  Strang  after  a  rareful  perusal  of  its  contents,  should  apply 
(lie  saying  of  Jesus  to  themselves.,  "uidess  ye  are  born  again  ye  cannot 
see  the  kinifdoni   of  God.'' 

I  will  here  remark,  that  I  did  at  one  time  advocate  the  claims  of  Mr. 
Strang  to  the  Presidency  of  the  church,  (and,  as  I  supposed,  by  a  divine 
appointment  through  Joseph,)  but  it  was  of  short  duration.  I  soon  found 
myself  under  the  influence  of  a  lalse  and  delusive  spirit;  and  whatever 
testimony  I  have  ofiered,  or  exertions  I  have  made  in  his  favor,  has  been 
under  the  influence  of  the  spirit  of  anti-christ,  as  all  others  are  that  advu- 
<-ate  his  claims.  God  Almiighty  he  praised  ;  for  he  has  watched  over  me 
with  a  father's  care,  and  snatched  me  from  the  vortex  of  eternal  ruin, 
ar.d  lifted  my  feet  out  of  the  rniie  and  dirt  of  the  opposing  power,  and 
placed  them  upon  the  rock  of  eternal  ages.  I  rejected  the  spirit,  and  God 
has  blessed  m.e  much.  I  have  truly  and  sincerely  repented  of  my  course 
and  conduct,  and  have  traveled  270  miles  and  was  baptized  for  the  remis- 
sion of  sins,  and  had  my  priesthood  confirmed.  And  I  now  lind  myself 
numbered  with  the  chosen  people  of  God  that  have  gone  west :  and  what- 
ever their  sins  and  misgivings  niaj'^  be,  or  have  been,  I  trust  them  in  the 
hands  of  God,  who  will  reward  every  man  accordingas  his  work  shall  be. 
I  leave  the, reader  to  draw  Isis  owncon.clusionv/ho  it  is  that  has  iied  to 
deceive,  and  continue  my  reply. 

"  Mr.  Miller  laio\\>  perfi-clty  well  that  this  vipitstionof  the  angel,  and  his 
Mayings  and  do.rig8wa&  recorded  on  the  public  recojds  oi  the  church  at  Voree, 
long  before  he  met  Mr.  Strnntj." 

He  knows  1.0  £uch  thing;  neither  dofs  he  rctollect  that  Mr.  Strang  over 
leierred  to  paid  let oid  m  h;8  hearir:g.  15in  if  he  knovs  aiiything  about  ii,  it 
)s  that  Mr.  Stiang  wioie  it  afier  Letaw  him,  wnd  rci:ord''d  it  on  his  records. 
It  IS  well  known  iliaf  tncn  after  the  death  of"  Joseph,  Mr.  ^^'Ira^ig  end  his 
(  outiseilor,  Aaron  Smith,  met  a  nuiriber  of  elders  in  conference  m  Michigan,  at 
■whiih  tinie  luul  place  his  chiiviis  ai^  ihe  Fre.sident  of  the  church  wereinvegtiga- 
*fd.  i^aron  Snuih,  in  defeice  o)  Mr.  Strang's  clitims,  contended  that  the 
appoinirnent  wa8  all  ihe  priesihoc.d  and  ordination  that  Mr.  Strang  wanted, 
aid  all  ihat  he  had,  except  ivhat  he  before  held.  Mr.  Strang  was  present,  and 
did  not  correct  him.  Aaion  Kiniih  never  knew  ihat  Mr.  Strang  had,  or  claimed 
'ohave,  the  minifctiation  ot  an  angel  until  about  the  time  the  first  number  of 
tire  Herald  was  pi  blished.  lie  feh  very  bad  to  thmk  Mr.  Strang  would  leave 
him  in  an  error  to  long,  and  not  correct  him.  And  he  did  not  knew  that  .Mr. 
Strang  claimed  to  have  received  the  anointing  v\  the  angel,  and  that  the  same 
was  written  out,  together  with  the  entire  ordination,  and  become  a  record^ 
until  Eome  time  in  March  or  April  last.  I  linnk  fhis  is  the  true  statement  au 
lie  related  it  lo  me  and  oihere;  but  if  wicng,  will  stand  corrected  wiien  he 
iPtuinF.  He  was  present  and  heard  the  conversation  at  St.  Charles.  1  have 
medc  dilligent  search  to  usccriaiu  if  I  could  find  an  individual  that  knew  eiich 
}.r.  ordination  and  anointing  vvhs  claimed,  or  M'littcn  out  by  Mj.  Strang;  but 
I  cannot  find  a  man  that  ever  if.i.iv  any  tuch  thir  g;  until  the  n:cnihs  of  Feb- 
ruary, rila.'c-h,  End  April  \c.al. 


_  "ThotJgh  it  ia  notasiCTid  or  prtttfidei  ttat  sn  augclic  ordhiaflon  i«  made 
ty  the  laying  on  of  hands." 

'Well,  as  Mr.  Strang  has  so  much  to  Bbj  about  the  gate,  let  uesee  how  Jo-   ' 
-«eph  received  his  ordination:         •        .. 

"A-^i^^^?^"  ^^°^  heaven  dcEcended  in  a  cloud  of  light,  and  having  ' 
{Old  Ins  har.ds  vj^on  vs,  he  ordained  us  ;  faying  unio  ue,  '  upon  you,  my  fellow 
»fjvants,  in  the  name  of  the  Messiah,  I  confer  the  priesthood  ot  Aaron,  vhu-h 
boMs  the  keys  of  the  miniFtering  of  angels,  and  of  the  goFpel  of  repentance, 
and  ot  baptism  by  immerFion  for  the  rcniission  oi  sins.  And  this  shall  never 
be  taken  aga.n  from  the  earth,'  &c.  &c.  After  ^vhich  I  laid  my  hands  ur-on 
y  "0  /^-!  t^  ^1^^  '^^^  ordained  him  to  the  Aaronic  priesthood.  And  afier- 
wardshelsidhis/^cTicVufon  me,  and  ordained  me  to  the  fame  priesthood, 
torso  we  were  ccmmandea."     [Times  and  Seasons,  p.  865  1  ■        • 

Did  this  angel   lay  .on    hands?     Certsinly.     And   did  they  have    to  lav  oa   -• 
-ancs  on  each  other  to    make   it  acceptable  before   God?     Yes,  "God  msde  it    ' 
■cbligatory  by  ccirmand.     Does  this  compare  with  iMr.  Strang's  gate  ?     Judrc 
yc      HowwasJcseph  aiiointed  ?     I  answer,  by  the  priesthood,  after  it  was    ■ 
restored  to  eanh      Oh  I  thou  fool,  learn  to  be  wise.  :  vi-'. 

"How  could  Mr.  Strang  receive  a  dispensation  of  tlie  priesthood?"  -  .-'■  z 
■  Just  as  Moses  received  a  dispensition  of  the  pricsihood.'-  (Ex-,  ch.  3J.> 
■\\  ell,  let  ue  see  how  Moses  received  h.is  priesthood.  The  B.  C.  informs  ub 
t4.h  section,  p  3)  that  without  the  orc'icacces  and  tKe  authority  of  the  Mel- 
chisedek  pne.thocd  the  power  of  godliness  is  not  manifested  unto  men  m  the 
tiesh  ;  for  without  this  n,.  man  can  see  the  face  of  God  and  live.  In  the  chap- 
ter referred  to  by  Mr.  Strang,  we  find  Moses  in  xhe prcsauc  rf  God,  and  Jd  ■ 
comrnanding  h:in  to  go  to  Egypt.  Then  Moses  held  the  priesthood  of  Mel- 
vhl^£dek  belore  he  came  into  the  presence  of  Cod,  and  through  the  ordinance*-': 

wil',°b?r.  t  /•''^r'^'\^"='^'^'^  '°  '^'^^  ^•^•'^'-'^  '^^  v-'l.  andtoholdonverle  . 
with  the  great  Jenovah,  who  mstru-rted  him  how  and  what  to  do  This  is  ^  1 
truly  ^o.  and  cannot  be  gainsaid  or  resisted  successfullv  bv  any  being  in  heU  Z  ' 
<.n  he  eanh.  Moses  received  his  priesthood  fr<.m  r.ncer  the  hands  ofh,«  fathe?!  „ 
;;c:t:bhSthiL''^'^'^""'''^^"-  '"'^"^  '^  scriptureiHustrat^inl^t';;.  ' 
But  to  the  point.     (Ses.  4ih   nar    '^    R    T  ^  "\„j,t„  r  ,,  .'^" 

^;;:;i-iCst'^l«:.^-:lj»,sr;tt-,^-K,^--"-"^ 

V"-:'-'      ;;^J^^«  hat  a, angled  web  we  weave.    ^^t^rfZ^^^/Z"' 
^^  bin  first -we  practice  to  deceivei."  -.-.-.r.-.u   ,;/'•■  ■ 


i  ■?'  njitr 


i:n;  e."»Sn:d^S;i:l;r  '^'^'  -  '^  '^  P-Pf^-  and  a  ruler  fn  llrae;.  .hL 

.Now  ^^hen  I   sjH-ok  of  the  .-klckhiFcdek  priesihocd.  I  wi.h  .o  ,.,  >.  ,    a 
Mood-     And  v^  hen  I  spcek  of  the  Aaronic.  I  do  not  wistr  ?         ^'^"' 

>:. n^>,.      The  AaronH:  priesthood  « as  to  conti     e  heredi,"  'r^tZ\  '"  """f 
A.ron  ihroufhout  all  their  generations.     liui  the    Me  rb  w?  I,  u^""."  "^ 

J  airiaithul  and  kingiv  autho.iiy  a.  d  if.   nriX    on  -y"'"^"- "''■''  pr'fMhood  >.  a 


In  the  B.C,  Sf^'.  4ih  prir.  4lh.  '  We  fmd  ^r?,ei  God  took  Mos'sout  fFom, 
arnoag  ihe  children  of  Israel, ihat  he  also  took  the   Melchisedek  priesthood --  i  '    ' 

but  the  Airoaic  w£3  to  contimie,     "We  find  during  the  laps  of  time  from  iWi'  •' 

to  Samuel,  that  th«  children  oflsrael  were  ruled  by:ru!ers  and  iudsea.-  /Ant.-  .  •  '■ 

13,  chap.-  19and2niver.)  J  Jfces. .  ■( Acts. , j 

Hence  we  have  -o  evidence  that  God  restored  »he  >relch;sede'k  prieetTiood  to-  '    ' 

Israel  until  Samuel;  Eli  only  held  the  Aaronic  priesthood.       But  shoald  it  be  '  ■  ' 

proven  that  a  singliieninan:  of    thi^MelchesidekprieMhood  remain°r;,    or  was  "  '  -     '  ■- 

restored  to  Israel,  or  in  otln-r-words,  that  there  was  ai  the  time  the  L  >rd  called'  ■  " 

^'amuel  a  single  o5ce  filled  in  the  Melchisedek,  then  it  is  ako    proven    where-  '  '        '• 

Samuel  go:  his  anaointing  and  priesthood.     But  let  us  see  if  I    am    nVht     and       .     .-  ■    . 
who  the  successor  of  Samuel  was,  and  how  he  got  his   a-mointiag    and   p'riest--*-    ■■  i 

,    hood.     "Then  Samuel  to  )k  a  vial  of  oil,  and  poured'it  upon  his    (Sauls)   head    ^  '     ■•     • 

and  kised  him,  and  said:  Is  it  not  because  the  Lord  hath  annointed    thee  to  b-*- -^       -   •  "  "       ' 

captain  over  his  inheritance.       1st  Sam.  10th  chap    1st  ver.  .   ■  '        "  V      '  '      .      : 

Did  .Ta=eph  hold  ie  Melchisedek   priesthood?     Yes.     Did  he  annoint    Mr     '        "        .  ' 
Strang?  The  reader  will  please  drow  liis  own  conclusions.  ■       '-....'••'"    " 

After  the  Lord  rejected  Saul  from  reigning  over  Israel,  little  David  camefortli' '  '  "    '' 
next,  called  from  the  Sheepfold;     "Then  Samuel  took  a  horn  of  oil,  and  annoin- '*  ""'''■"        '"' 
'"i  him  in  the  midst  of  his  brethren  ;  and   the   spirit   of    the  Lord  came  upon  -■■■ 

Davidfrom  thatdaj-  forward." — 1st  Sam.,  ch.  16,   v,  1.     Solomon,  the  son  of  ' 

David,  comes  ne.xt.     "  AnrJ   let  Zadak,   the    priest,  and  Nathan,  the  prophet,.  '  '      t 

anoint  him  their  king  over  Israel." — 1  Kings,  ch.  1,  v.  33.  '       -.-.:;  * 

Thus  we  see  theorders  and  powers  of  the  Melchisedek  pries.hood,  whenever  ■        .-.»-'  j 

found  upon  the  earth.  ■     '■   /  '        ' 

B.  C,  sec.  46. — Here,   notwithstanding  Joseph  was  the  dispensator  " 

and  the  instrument  through  which    God   restored  the  priesthood,  he    or--  '  , 

dained  Oliver  Cewdery  an  elder,  and  then  he  ordained  Joseph  an  apostle.    '       • 
Here  is  ordination  and  priesthood  b}-  the  laj-ing  on  of  hands.  '         ' 

*' Just  as  PmJ  was  called  by  revelation  to  bean  apostle  while  there-         -        . 
were  twelve  apostles  in  office." — Acts,  ch.  9,  v.  II,  "    . 

Yes,  truly  this  is  Paul's  call.     All  right.     But  did  Paul  get  his  priest- 
hood at  the  same  time  b}'  the  administration  of  an  angle,  whose  name  he    ; 
did  not  ascertain,  nor  the  power  of  his  priesthood  1     And  did  he  hare  a  ,  .       . 

bottle  of  oil  not  consecrated  by  the  priesthood  of  the  apostles,  and  anoint   '  -       , 

him!     Certainly  not.     But  to  the  law  and  the   testimony.     "  He  that     .         - 
does  not  speak  according  to  this,  it  is  because  there  is  no  light  in  him."        .  .,- . 
"  ,A.s  they  min!St.tred  unto  the  Led,  and   foisted,  the   Holy   Ghost  said, 
separate  unto  ine  Barnabas  and  Sau!  for  the  work  whereunto  I  have  called' 
them.     And  when  they  had  fasted  and  prayed,  and  laid  their  hands  upon 

/Afm,  they  sent  t'nem  away." — .\cl3,  ch.    13'.     Good   Lord!     Here  is  a  ■?>" 

mirror  for  Mr.  .Strang.     Thou  child  of  the  devil,  thou  enemy  of  all  right- 
eousness !     Will  thou  not  ceise  to  pervert  the  riglit  ways  of  the  Lord  ?  ^ 
Paul,  I  think  yon  are  a  little  too  harsh.     Mr.  Strang  doubtless  wishes  to  '  ■ 
be  understood  tliatwhen  J.  C.  Bennett  and  Wm.  Smith  had  fasted,  they 
laid  their  hands  upon  him,  as  tlioy  said.     And    Mr.    Slnmg  says  he  re- 
ceived his  priestiood  just  as  3'ou  did  yours. 

"  The  President  of  the  church  must  be  appointed  as  (Jod  told  Joseph.''. 
A'ery  well.  Lctus  sec  what  Joseph  said  about  the  Presidency  of  ths 
Melchi?edek  priesthood. 

♦'  Three  presiding  high  pricst<>,  chosen  hyOu  Indi/  appoinled and  ordain- ,  . 
eiio  that  (ffirc,ziiA  upheld  by  the  confidence,  faitli,  and  .prayers  of  tha  \ 
church,  from  a  quorum  of  tlic  prr.sidcnn/  tf  the  church.'''' — B.  C,  sec.  3,  -  i- 
par.  IL     Tlut  :j  it.     After   the   pricsttiood    is  rcit'?:tJ  to  the  earth,  r.,>    '. 


other  mode  is  found  or  known  in  the  law  of  God,  or  the  orders  and  piow-  ■ 
ers  of  the  priesthood.  The  priesthood  is  God's  authority,  and  by  that  . 
only  are  men  qualified  for  the  ministry. 

"  That  is  as  Joseph  himself  was  ordained,  for  he  has  not  told  him  any    : 
other  mode." — B.  C.,  sec.  2,  par.  2. 

0  !  hear  it  ye  sons  of  Closes,  and  give  ear  ye  daughters  of  Aaron,  and 
let  it  be  told  in  the  ears  of  all  the.  seed  of  Abraham,  that  this  angel 
(Moroni)   did  not  confer  upon  Joseph  Smith  the  Melchisedek  nor  the 
Aaronic  priesthood  ;  but  gave  hira  power  from  on  high,  by  the  means    . 
ichich  were  before  prepared,  to  translate  the  Book  of  Mormon,  to  wit:  the    . 
Urim.  and  Thummim,  which  was  found  deposited  with  the  plates,  for 
that  purpose,  and  the  key  to  said  record.     The  Lord  commanded  hiratodo'   ■ 
this  specifiic  work  by  those  means,  and  promised  him  if  he  continued     • 
faithful  the  priesthood  should  at  a/u/ure/^V/is  be  conferred  upon  him.     Ho     ■ 
received  from  John  the  baptist,  according  to  promise,  the  priesthood  after     ; 
the  order  of  Aaron,  on  the  15th  day  of   May,   1829,  in  the  manner  and 
form  as  1  have  already  shown.     And  a  short  time  after,  the  Melchisedek 
priesthood  from  Peter,  James,  and  John,  the  ancient  Apostles,  (See  Sec.     '■ 
.50,  B.  C.)     Hence. I\Ir.  Strang's  gate  gives  him  no  priesthood.     But  let    .>. 
the  reader  remember  distinctly  that  I  have  in  the  pamphlet  in  which  I 
weighed  this  great  apostle  in  the  scale  of  eternal  truth — pages  9  and  10, 
— showing  the  true  gate.     And  no  other  is  found  or  known  in- the  law  of    ; 
God — ^the  orders  and  powers  of  the  priesthood.     Neither  can  any  indi-    . 
vidiral  pass  through  any  other  gate  and  be  acceptable  in  heaven,  hell,  or 
earth. 

"Does  Mr.   Miller  mean  to  be  understood  th'at  as  long  as  God  has  a 
a  s-rvant  of  any  rank  whatever  on  the  earth,  he  cannot  make  any  other 
jj'-^rson  his  minister  without  the  assistance  and  consent  of  the  former?"  ••' 
No;    he  only  wishes  to  support  the  true  authority  and  order  of  Gods  •■ 
house,  through  which  he  qualifies  men  for  his   work.     And  he  wishes 
]\tr.  Strang  and  all  other  men  to  understand  what  is  implied  in  the  extract 
which  he  has  given.     Although  the  word  Mikhiscdik  is  not  written,  yet 
it  is  implied.     I  was  canvassing  Mr.  Strang's  claims  as  pre?ident  of  the.  "' 
Mekhj^edek,  and  not  the  daranic  priestliood.     But  as  Mr.  Strang's  crani-    r 
urn  is  so  hard  to  penetrate,  I  will  explain  :  as  long  as  a.  singV  otiice  in  tho  • ' 
Melchisedek  priesthood  continues  to  be  filled,  so  long  will  the  anointing    » 
powers  continue,  and  men  and  devils  cannot  make  it  appear  otherwise.   •  >  : 

'•  Is  not  Mr.  Miller  afraid  the  calves  will  cat  him  up."  '.*::  5< 

Friend  Strang,  this  is  quite  common,  and  your  oath  bound  brethren  •; 
will  of  course  receive  it  as  an  evidence  of  your  divine  mission.  I  an-  » 
.-wcr  no.  But  if  he  liad  left  .Mr.  Strang  alone  in  iiis  hellish  and  mad  ca-  ': 
reer,  and  obeyed  his  evil  counsel,  he  might  be.  But  he  withdrew  from  •  ' 
his  callTold  in  time  to  save  himself,  (but  not  witiiout  sonic  injury,)  and  f 
he  has  weighed  in  the  scale  of  eternal  truth  tlie  long  eared  calf  that  sucks  .  ' 
the  milk  of  all  the  others.  And  by  letters  daily  received  he  is  found  '• 
\tAT\Un'x,  and  on  the  decline  in  the  .several  markets  of  this  republic. 

Let  the  Pontiff  i:-~ne  an  edict,  and  let  it  be  sanctioned  by  the  Tmperi;il    '. 
Priniatn  and  Absolute  Sovereign,  so  that  it  may  become  a  law  among  the    :.' 
\\Ot\y  cnW,  thai  the  (I'S  he  suddird;    and  t'.icn    let  the  .\bs(ilute  Sovereign    ' 
mount  him,  (an!  he  need  not  he  afraid   that  he  will  eat  him   up   for  they 
love  their  kind,)   and  let  him  ride  into  the //'*/y  city  ;  and  he  will  be  ablo    ■ 


10  '     

to  establish  his  claims  as  being  Christ  the  Son  of  God,  as  easj'as  he  can 
his  authority  to  preside  over  the  priesthood  of  the  Son  of  God. 

Mr.  Bennett  (the  PontiiT  )  claims  to  be  the  great  officiating  high  priest 
in  the  church  of  Gcd.  (devil?)  and  to  hold  his  priesthood  from  under 
The  hands  of  Joseph  ;  and  has  been  officiating  lately,  giving  endownents. 
Then  the  conclusion  is,  that  his  priesf/m'xl  has  power  over  uridean  spirits, 
\Vill  he  be  kind  enough  to  lay  his  hands  upon  the  Absolute  Sovereign 
and  bid  them  depart,  by  ccmmercirg  with  the  spirit  of  accusations  and 
lies,  and  continuing  his  administrations  until  he  has  accomplished  that 
that  was  for  Mary  of  old. 

The  more  Mr.  Strang  defends  his  claims  as  first  president  of  the  Mel- 
•rhisedek  priesthood,  the  more  visible  appears  the  cloven  foot,  and  designs 
of  him  that  once  claimed  priesthood  in  Heaven.  The  light  of  a  celestial 
•spirit  does  not  dwell  in  his  earthiy  tabernacle.  And  from  the  cffice  of 
an  elder  in  the  church  of  God,  is  fallen,  is  fallen,  like  Lucifer  the  son  of 
the  morning  ;  and  he  is  now  casting  up  mire  and  dirt !  And  labor  spent 
to  establish  his  claims  as  the  president  of  the  priesthood  of  the  Son  of 
<iod,  is  equally  useless  with  labor  bestowed  on  a  rock  in  the  bed  of  the  ■ 
•ocean,  to  raise  it  to  ihe  cap-stone  of  Jehovah's  Temple.         -v       ...  ,u  .,'•"• 

."He  has  travelled  from  St.  Charles  to  Nauvoo,  and  back  to  Yoree,  '<' 
bfanng  his  testimony  before  thousands  that  he  knev/  by  revelation,  &:c., — 
ihat  J.  J.  Strang  was  a  prophet  of  God."  -•        > 

Now  this  is  a  wilful  and  malicious  falsehood.     Mr.  Strang  and   hun-    •' 
dreds  of  others  very  well  know  tkat  I  did  not  commit  myself  in  the  con-    "» 
terence  held  near  St.  Charles,  or  at  any  other  time  or  place  while  in  his 
company,  so  as  to  acknowledge  that  I  had  received,   or  was  willing  to    ■ 
receive  him  as  the  president  of  the  church.     I  told  one  brother  however,    i 
in  the  strict  letter  of  (xvfdence.  that  it  was  highly  probable  I  should  return 
to  Voree  with  my  family.     The  brethren  only  knew  that  I  had  favorable   •■'•■ 
impressions.     That  I  bore  any  such  testimony  is  false — a  He;  orthatany  •' 
person  knew  that  I  had  made  up  my  mind  in  full  to  receive   Mr.  Strang  ""' 
"from  St.  Charles  to  Nauvoo"  cannot  be  established  by  any  living  tes- 
timony in  truth  ;  that  I  travelled  with   Mr.   Strang  from   St.  Charles  to 
Ottowa,  on  my  way  to  Nauvoo,  is  true.     And  it  may  be  that  I  related  a 
dream  or  two  that  I  had,  but  by  no  means  offered  them  to   the  brethren   • 
as  visions  and  revelations.     If  Mr.  Strang  calls  all  dreams  revelations, 
/ii.<  poor  miserable  deluded  followers  need  not  be  astonished  at  the  many 
contradictions  and  glaring  absurdities  that  have  made  their  appearance 
lately  in  the  garb  of  revelations,  and  realed  vponthf.in  by  oaths,  tn  tei^tiimr' 
ny  vf  their  nun  hlovd.     After  my  arrival  at  heme    (Nauvoo)    I   remained    / 
there  until  the  15th  of  March  last,  whrn  I  returned  in  company  Milh   J.     • 
K.  Pai'e,  and  he  can  testify  that  I  did  nothcnr  any  such  testimony  before    x 
ihousar.ds  or  before  any  number;  _and  I  will  add  that  I  did  rut  advocate    '. 
Mr.  Strang's  claims  out  of  Nauvoo  and  vicinity,  only  in  private  conver-   .i 
flation.  i  i 

'I'he  individuals  whoso  sismatures  appear  tc  the  certificate,  all  resided  in  V 
Nauvoo  but  one,  when  I  returned  home  from   St.   Charles  ;  and  rrsidcJ 
lh»re  wh<ii  I  If  ft  for  Vorff,      And  I  did  not  sie  them  frc  m  that  time  ui>  '* 
III  I  saw  them  at  Voree,  aftr r  1  had  withdrawn  I'roni  Mr,  Strang's  cu^-fo!d. 
Cons-jquently  I  dniw  the  inference  that  they  wish  to  be  understood  that!     ' 
^ore  such  tCBlimony  in  Nauvco.     Very  well.     Untold  thousands  had  all 
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ihe  testimony  1  had  to  offer  in  favor  of  Mr.  Strang-;  and  I  believe  I  am 
warranted  in'snying,  that  no  honorable  man  or  woman  will  testify  that 
tiiey  ever  heard  nie  bear  any  such  testimony  as  is  here  set  forth.  But  I 
am"  willing  that  their  testimony  shall  go  for  what  it  is  really  worth  ;  most 
of  them  ar'e  well  known  in  the  church,  ard  I  assure  the  kind  reader  that 
I  would  rather  have  their  testimony  against  ine  than  in  my  favor.  For  it 
in  my  favor,  it  would  be  positive  evidence  that  God  was  not  with  me. — 
'I'hey  eannot  injure  me  with  their  lies  and  hellish  spirit  of  revenge.  1 
hold  tht  diKumenia  in  my  hamh.  When  I  investigate  principles  I  wish  to 
doit  in  truth  and  righteousness,  paying  that  respect  that  is  due  all  men. 
Neither  is  it  my  object  to  destroy  tlie  character,  or  misrcpresentany  man. 
Eut  in  the  prog'ress  of  events,  a  crisis  did  come,  in  which  it  became  my 
indispensible  dutv  to  arise  in  the  strength  of  .lacob's  God,  and  lay  before 
my  brethren  and  sisters  some  of  the  windings  and  deceptions  of  Lucifer's 
Citrgy.  I  have  taken  a  bold  and  independent  stand,  and  discharged  my 
duty  without  fear  or  favor,  and  unconcerned  of  future  consequences.— 
And  have  weighed  in  the  scale  of  eternal  truth  hira  that  holds  his  commis- 
sion from,  and  who  is. and  always  has  been,  the  accuser  of  tlie  brethren, 
1  rest  upon  the  protecUng  arm  of  Almicfhty  God;  and  while  I  remain  tho 
target  forthe  devil  to  sling  his  arrows  at,  only  let  me  have  the  evidence 
that  God  is  pleased.  I  sink  or  swim— I  stand  or  fall,  contending  lor 
llie  principles  of  truth,  as  1  understand  them,  or  as  God  may  inspire  my 
heart  to  see  them.  Mr.  ^Strang  and  his  witnesses  are  all  cut  off  from  (lie 
true  body,  and  tiieir  sins  to  the  powers  of  the  holy  priesthood  retained 
a^ainxt  'them.  And  this  has  become  a  record  in  tlie  book  of  the  law  ot 
G-'od  on  earth,  and  stands  recorded  in  the  Hearers.  And  their  underhanded 
course  against  me,  1  individuallv  care  hut  little  about.  The  ipirit  whim- 
pers Joy  fi/i(//r/o/y?jm.  But  they  are  seeking  the  very  life  bluod  of,  and 
slandering  the  slee])ing  ashes  of  God's  anointed  ones. 

But  let  it  be  remembered,  and  may  it  stand  as  a  testimony  for  or  against 
me  at  (he  bar  of  God,  that  I  hereby  declare  to  all  the  apostates,  that  they 
hold  the  heyx  of  their  destiny,  and  will  yet  hold  the  keys  of  death  and  hell. 
For  the  saints  shall  judge  tlie  world,  and  any  underhanded  course  thf-y 
may  take  against  them  or  their  authority, .«/;«// recoil  upon  their  own  heads, 
and'  sink  tlTcm  deeper  and  deeper  in  the  condemnation  and  wrath  ol  Al- 
mighty God.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  Absolute  Sovereign  and  Pontiil,  and 
rill\he  holy  clang,  to  repent  and  turn  unto  the  Lord  with  full  purpose  ol 
heart,  that"by  the  powers  of  the  lioly  priesthood  the  seal  of  their  eter- 
nal condemnation  may  be  loosed,  and  they  be  found  numbered  with  the 
chosen  peoph  of  God. 

Aaron  Smith,  Mr.  .Strang's  counsellor,  together  with  nearly  one  hall  ot 
the  church  at  Voree.  have  rejected  Mr,  .Strang as  their  i)ro])lH"t  and  leader. 
Mthough  they  are  doubtless  the  better  half,  and  many  of  thenr  are  mllu- 
tnced  by  pure  motives,  with  a  sincere  desire  for  trulli  and  righteousness. 
and  have  doubtless  done  much  good  by  rejecting  this  wejis^tr  in  tune,  and 
lihowing  to  the  world  his  course  and  position.  Yet  to  me,  m  their  pres- 
ent course  they  act  more  inconsistant  than  the  .Strang  party.  If  Mr. 
Strang  has  ever  been  the  truly  appointed,  and  le{r.tlly  commiSHioned  ser- 
vant of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  (and  they  say  he  has  been  a  true  proph.t 
of  (iod  )  then  he  certainly  holds  the  keys  of  their  destiny,  and  they  nev.r 
can  eet  hy  him  into  the  Kingdom.  If  liis  authority  has  once  been  recog- 
nized in  the  counciln  of  eternity,  as  the    Pretident  oi  the  Melchiscdek 
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Priesthood,  it  is  yet.  For  no  legal  action  has-been  taken  on  las  head  by 
his  church  to  take  or  destroy  the  same.  And  consequently  it  is  notthei: 
business  to  set  stakes  for  him  to  come  to.  But  on  the  other  hand,  it  ia 
for  them  to  walk  up  like  men  of  God  and  come  to  his ;  and  not  counsel 
the  Lord,  but  receive  his  words  as  from  "mine  own  mouth,"  saith  the 

^  If  their  position  is  true  and  correct  that  he  has  been  a  true  prophet  and 
leader,  then  they  are  cut  off  from  the  true  body,  and  their  sins  retained  or 
stand  against  them;  and  they  hold  no  authority  to  organize  the  kingdom 
in  opposition  to  him.  If  Mr.  Strang-  ever  held  the  keys  of  the  Kingdom, 
to  lead,  guide,  and  direct  the  people  oi  God,  you  may  talk  of  Aaron 
.Smith  holding  them  till  the  coming  of  the  Son  of  Man,  and  it  will  still 
remain  a  lie.  I5ut  on  the  other  hand  it  most  clearly  appears  that  Mr. 
Strantr  is  entirely  destitute  of  any  priesthood  authority  ;  and  Aaron  Smilli 
does  not  claim  any  authority  or  priesthood  from  under  the  hands  of  Mr. 
Strano-,  I  ask  from  whence  did  he  receive  \\\i  authority  to  organize  tlie 
church' and  kingdom  of  our  God.  Will  Mr.  Smith  or  any  of  his  adhe- 
rents please  to  throw  some  light  on  a  matter  o;  such  great  moment.  They 
sav  thev  love  li^ht  and  not  darkness.  Let  Zion's  Watchman  speak,  tliut 
all  the  ends  of  The  earth  may  hear. 


Hrrata.— In  the  pamphlet  entitled  "  J.  J.  Strang  weighed  in  the  bal- 
ance of  TRUTH,"  &c.  &c. — '2d  page,  4lh  line  from  bottom,  for  '-prie-it- 
kood'"  re^A '' MelcJiisedek priesthood.'" 

On  page  16th,  27th  line  from  top,  for  ''sand"  read  ''claj/.'" 

On  page  19th,  2d  line  from  bottom,  for  '^apoistlei'  read  ''apostates'" 


